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Khoi had fallen to the Turks before the treaty was concluded ; after-
wards, as Tahmasp showed no disposition to agree to the terms on which
he was offered assistance, the Turks continued their advance. Ahmad
Pasha, as stated above, marched on Hamadan, which he took after it had
stubbornly resisted for over two months, and the Turkish forces operating
in the north-west captured Nakhichevan and Erivan. An assault on
Tabriz was, however, repulsed. In the following year (1725) the Turks,
after taking Ganja, made a second, and this time a successful, attack on
Tabriz. When Tabriz was threatened by the Turks, Tahmasp fled to
Ardabil, but a Turkish advance on that place forced him to continue his
flight to Qazvin and then to Tehran. The luckless prince was allowed
but little breathing space even at Tehran, for he was soon to be threatened
by a new enemy.

Whereas Russia had been quick to move at the outset of her Persian
campaigns, Turkey had been the reverse. Later, however, when the Turks
had got into their stride and were winning success after success, Russia
became less and less active. The reason for the northern Power's lack of
energy and enterprise was the death of Peter the Great, which occurred
on the 8th February, 1725. Deprived of his genius and driving power,
Russia ceased to be aggressive in Persia, although she remained for some
time to come determined to retain the territory which he had won for
her.

While Russia and Turkey were dismembering Persia in the north and
west, Mahmud was extending his conquests in the south. To add to the
distractions of Persia, an imposter belonging to the Karrani tribe who
claimed to be Safi Mirza, the second son of the ex-Shah, appeared in the
Bakhtiari country towards the close of 1724 and gathered together a
number of adherents1: it was not until three years later that he was defeated
and slain. It is possible that the news or the appearance of this sup-
posititious Safi Mirza may have been responsible for a terrible tragedy
which occurred at Isfahan. Having heard a rumour that the real San
Mirza had escaped from captivity, Mahmud, without waiting to verify
the report, on the 7th February, 1725, slaughtered all the surviving
male members of the Safavi royal family who were in his power, with
the exception of the ex-Shah and two young princes.

Malimud had been subject to attacks of melancholia for some time
past, and had become intensely suspicious of those around him. His
cousin Ashraf, the son of 'Abdu VAziz, was a capable military leader and
had made himself very popular with the Afghan soldiery. Mahimud,

1 T.N., p. 14. Mirza Malidi gives particulars of six of these pretenders who appeared at different
times. According to Shaikh ^tazin (op. tit., p. 135), there -were no fewer than eighteen of
them in all.